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In This Issue:

PFCU SPONSORS THE TEMPLE 
UNIVERSITY OWLS
As the Official Credit Union of Temple 
University, PFCU representatives were 
on hand to show their support of the 
Temple Owls football team as they 
rivaled local home team, the Villanova 
Wildcats on Saturday, September 1. 
Mary Simmons, VP of Marketing and 
Anna Bailey, VP of Member Services, 
went down on the field to accept the 
game ball and had some fun with 
Temple’s mascot, Hooter the Owl. 
Although Villanova won the game 
19-17, a good time was had by all.

From left, Mary Simmons, VP of 
Marketing, Hooter the Owl and 

Anna Bailey, VP of Member Services

PFCU PARTICIPATES IN TEMPLE 
UNIVERSITY PEP RALLIES
On Friday, September 7, PFCU 
representatives joined students and 
Hooter the Owl during Temple 
University’s Pep Rally. The team gave 
away PFCU co-sponsored cups to the 
students to get them excited for game 
day. We’re proud to be a valuable 
resource for Temple students!

PFCU’s Marketing Assistant Shannon Lutz 
handed out PFCU co-sponsored cups to 
students during the pep rally.

PFCU SPONSORS PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL UNITY 
CUP GAMES
PFCU was a proud sponsor of the Philadelphia International Unity Cup,           
a World Cup-style tournament that was held from August through 
October that brings Philadelphia’s immigrant communities together. 
On Saturday, September 15, we distributed PFCU-branded giveaways at 
the Unity Cup Block Party on Temple University’s campus. On October 13, 
PFCU Business Development Specialist, Jacqueline Rose, presented the 
Golden Boot Award Trophy to Seydou Ba from Ivory Coast.

Jacqueline Rose, left, distributed giveaways to the attendees of the Unity Club Block Party.

PFCU FREE WHEELERS CYCLE IN SUPPORT OF MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS
Once again, our team of PFCU Free Wheelers took to the road on 
Saturday, September 29 to participate in the MS 150 City to Shore 
Bike Ride. PFCU employees pedaled the 75-mile journey from Cherry 
Hill to Ocean City, NJ, to benefit the Multiple Sclerosis Society. During 
the two-day event spectators gathered to cheer on the riders and raise 
money for a great cause.

The PFCU Free Wheelers team posed for a picture before the bike ride.
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PFCU PARTCIPATES IN THE 163RD ANNUAL BLOOMSBURG FAIR
Our PFCU Bloomsburg branch employees were on hand during the festivities held at the 
Bloomsburg Fair. Always a big attraction in Columbia County, the nine-day fair brought over 
400,000 attendees this year to enjoy food, fun, music and the beautiful surroundings in the town 
of Bloomsburg. PFCU was one of the thousands of exhibitors and vendors who participated. We 
distributed information about the credit union and free giveaways for all to enjoy! 

PFCU Bloomsburg branch employees distributed free giveaways to the attendees.

PFCU SPONSORS THE 2ND ANNUAL SPIN BOO & BREW EVENT
PFCU employees laced up their sneakers in support of the Special People in the Northeast’s Boo 
& Brew 5K Run/1K walk event on Sunday, October 14. The team gathered at Neshaminy State 
Park in Bensalem, PA, to take part in the festivities that included costumes, food and beverages 
for all participants. PFCU was a sponsor of the event with a $1,500 donation on behalf of 
PFCU’s Board of Directors. Proceeds from the event support SPIN’s mission of providing a life 
of possibilities for children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

PFCU employees and their family members were happy to support this cause. 

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT PROMOTION 
WINNER

Congratulations to Nathaniel 
Leatherwood, the grand prize winner 
of our Temple University new account 
promotion. Nathaniel’s name was 
entered into a raffle when he opened a 
new account. His name was randomly 
selected to win 500 Diamond Dollars 
to use at Temple’s campus for school 
supplies and his studies.

Alex Velez, Temple University branch supervisor, 
congratulated Nathaniel Leatherwood.
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The Philadelphia Federal Credit Union 
(PFCU) is a member-owned, not-for-
profit financial institution that exists 
entirely to serve our members. PFCU 
does not issue stock or pay dividends 
to outside shareholders. All earnings 
are returned to members in the form 
of lower loan rates, higher dividend 
rates, fewer fees, free financial 
education and community activities. 

Our Board of Directors is a dedicated group of volunteers 
that are elected from within our membership.

This month, we highlight the volunteer service of 
Joseph F. McHugh Jr. Joe has been a credit union member 
for 34 years and has served on various committees, 
including the Loan Review Committee and as Secretary 
of the Supervisory Committee. Joe was elected to the 
Board of Directors in 1998. He presently serves on PFCU’s 
Executive Committee as the Treasurer of the Board of 
Directors. He formerly served as Chairman for six years. 

Joe was born and raised in the Tacony and Mayfair 
sections of Northeast Philadelphia and is a graduate of 
Father Judge High School. Joe was employed with the 
City of Philadelphia’s First Judicial District for 32 years. He 
served as Director of Case Management for the Family 
Court Division. Joe has received numerous certificates for 
continuing education and was honored with the Herbert R. 
Weiman Jr. Award from the Philadelphia Bar Association. 
He received his B.A. in Criminal Justice from Temple 
University. 

His memberships include Founding Member of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) Division 17, the 
Pennsylvania Domestic Relations Association, the 
Pennsylvania Association of Court Management, the 
National Child Support Enforcement Association and 
parishioner of St. Bernard’s R.C. Church. He supports 
various charities that include the ALS Association where he 
has been an active participant in the annual Walk for ALS 
along with the Annual St. Patrick’’s Day Parade. An avid 
sports fan, Joe has enjoyed coaching Little League Baseball 
throughout the years for Mayfair Athletic Club and Vogt 
Community Association. He is married with two children 
and resides in the Northeast section of Philadelphia. 

PFCU BOARD OF DIRECTORS –  
IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

SEARCH, BUY, SELL AND SAVE WITH 
HOMEADVANTAGE®

In the market to buy or sell a home? The HomeAdvantage 
program can make the process easier as well as help you earn 
cash rebates that could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars.

As a PFCU member, you can use a real estate agent from our 
HomeAdvantage network to buy or sell your home. When you 
work with an agent in the HomeAdvantage network, you’re 
qualified to earn Cash Rewards equal to 20% of your agent’s 
commission.* If you use a network agent to buy and sell, you’ll 
earn Cash Rewards on both transactions! 

And the savings can really add up! Here’s an example of how 
much you can save with the HomeAdvantage Cash Rewards 
program:

  Home Sale Price Estimated Cash Rewards*

  $100,000     $600

  $300,000   $1,800

  $500,000   $3,000

  $700,000   $4,200

  $900,000   $5,400

In addition to pre-approved and experienced real estate agents, 
HomeAdvantage provides online tools that can help you make 
knowledgeable decisions when buying or selling your home,   
such as:

• Search and compare property listings.
• Estimate the value of your current home.
• Research neighborhood demographics, crime rates and schools.

The HomeAdvantage program is free to you as a PFCU member. 
Enroll today at mycuhomeadvantage.com.

* Cash Rewards are awarded through the HomeAdvantage program to buyers and 
sellers who select and use a real estate agent in the HomeAdvantage network. 
Home buyers or sellers are not eligible for Cash Rewards if they use an agent 
outside this network. Cash Rewards amounts are dependent on the commissions 
paid to the HomeAdvantage network agent. Obtaining a mortgage or use of any 
specific lending institution is not a requirement to earn Cash Rewards. If you are 
obtaining a mortgage, your lender may have specific rules on how Cash Rewards 
can be paid out. Cash Rewards are available in most states; however, are void where 
prohibited by law or by the lender. Please consult with your lender for details that 
may affect you.

Joseph F. McHugh Jr.
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FINANCIAL EDUCATION IN ACTION
One of the ways that 
Philadelphia Federal 
Credit Union gives back 
to our community is 
through our Financial 
Education Program led 
by Accredited Financial 
Counselor®, Erin Ellis. 

Many of the 
organizations that Erin 
collaborates with to 

provide financial education are helping some 
of the most underserved communities in the 
city of Philadelphia. However, it’s not just the 
underserved that can benefit from financial 
education. Erin has worked with two of our 
partner groups in particular to “help the 
helpers” – SpArc Philadelphia and Congreso 
de Latinos Unidos, Inc. Many employees, 
of nonprofits like these, spend their time 
supporting and encouraging others. Financial 
education seminars have provided these 
employees, who are accustomed to helping 

others, some support and encouragement of 
their own.

Congreso de Latinos Unidos, Inc. is nonprofit 
organization with a mission to enable 
individuals and families in predominantly 
Latino neighborhoods to achieve economic 
self-sufficiency and well-being. Congreso 
specializes in supporting families in areas 
of education and workforce development, 
health and wellness, and housing. Erin hosted 
a budgeting seminar for the employees at 
Congreso. This seminar had two benefits. 
Attendees learned strategies that they could 
use, not only in their own lives, but they also 
got tools to bring to their work with clients, 
90% of whom are living below the federal 
poverty level.  

At SpArc Services, the employees work hard 
to support individuals with disabilities. Erin 
and PFCU have an ongoing partnership that 
brings financial education to these individuals. 
However, recently Erin flipped this script 
and hosted seminars for SpArc employees. 

Employees took some time out from 
supporting others to learn about their own 
credit and personal finances. Offering financial 
education seminars for employees can be a 
great benefit to any organization.

PFCU’s seminars are always free and 
offered on a variety of topics. We will 
work with you to schedule the most 
convenient time for a seminar at your 
location. If you would like to schedule 
a one- or two-hour financial education 
seminar, please contact Erin Ellis at 
financialeducation@pfcu.com.

Erin Ellis,  
Accredited Financial 

Counselor

5 EASY STEPS TO STOP MINDLESS SPENDING
It can be easy to spend too much when 
it’s just grabbing a few more things at the 
big-box retailer or one-click ordering online.   
Here are five strategies you can implement 
now to save you from yourself and your 
spendthrift ways!

1. Un-sync your credit card. Linking your 
credit card information to online retailers can 
make it way too easy to commit one-click 
ordering. Sure, it’s a hassle to retype your 
credit card information every time you want 
to make a purchase, but it might just give you 
enough time to consider if you really need 
what you’re buying. 

2. Find a healthy hobby. Shopping with 
friends as a form of entertainment or to pass 

the time can quickly turn into an unhealthy 
habit. If you consider shopping “retail therapy” 
or recreation, you may want to find a hobby 
that doesn’t involve spending.

3. Create – and stick to – a budget. 
At PFCU, you have access to Money 
Management, a convenient tool that is 
accessible through Teller Net. When you log 
in to conduct your online banking, you can 
manage your budget too. 

4. Switch to cash. It’s easy to overspend 
when you’re paying with a credit card. Give 
yourself a weekly allowance of discretionary 
money that’s within your budget. Put that 
cash in your wallet. When the paper runs out, 
you’re done spending for the week. 

Upcoming Financial 
Literacy Seminar
CREDIT
Tuesday, January 29, 6 – 7:30 PM
Northeast Regional Library
2228 Cottman Avenue

IDENTITY THEFT
Thursday, January 31, 2 – 3:30 PM
Northeast Regional Library
2228 Cottman Avenue

To register, call 215-934-3580 or email 
financialeducation@pfcu.com.

5. Focus on frugality. Instead of choosing a 
four-star restaurant for dinner, host a potluck 
at your house. Instead of buying a $3 drink 
from your local coffee shop every day, invest 
in a coffee maker and travel mug. Think baby 
steps. And remember, making small changes 
can save you big bucks in the long term.

Need more help getting your budget under 
control? Remember, you can easily keep 
track of spending through our Money 
Management software. Log into Teller Net 
and explore all of the options so you can 
spend smarter and make good financial 
decisions in the future.  
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SAVE TIME AND MONEY WITH EZ PAY
We understand that life is busy and 
sometimes we forget to pay a bill or schedule 
a loan payment. Through our EZ Pay online 
portal, you can conveniently pay your PFCU 
loans from a savings, checking or debit card 
from another financial institution for free. 
Through our easy to use website, you can set 
up payments to avoid any late fees and have 
peace of mind knowing that you checked off 
that item on your to-do list.

Use any one of the following options 
from another financial institution to 
make your loan payment:

• ACH (an electronic funds transfer from 
your savings, checking account or business 
checking account)

• VISA or MasterCard debit card
• Discover credit card

EZ Pay is accepted for the following  loan 
payments:

• Auto Loan (new and used)
• Boat Loan
• Business Loan 
• Credit Builder Loan
• Fast Track Mortgage Loan
• Home Equity Loan
• Home Equity Line of Credit
• Land Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Motorcycle Loan (new and used)
• Personal Loan 
• Recreational Vehicle Loan (new and used)
• Share Secured Loan

EZ Pay is not accepted for mortgage loan 
payments. Payments can be made up to a 
maximum dollar amount of $2,500. As soon 
as your payment is approved in the portal, 
your loan will be credited. Don’t miss another 
payment or pay another late fee – use EZ Pay. 

Need to Build or Rebuild Your Credit?
A CREDIT BUILDER LOAN CAN HELP
It’s a new year – is one of your goals to 
purchase a car or home? Having good credit 
is vital when applying for a loan. If you’re just 
starting out or currently have a low credit 
score, you may need to establish or rebuild 
your credit. A Credit Builder Loan from PFCU 
can get you on the right path.

HOW IT WORKS
A Credit Builder Loan is designed to help 
you build your credit history and enable you 
to qualify for future loans. With the Credit 
Builder Loan, the money you borrow is 
secured in your PFCU savings account for the 
term of the loan. Dividends are paid on the 
money while you are establishing credit. Once 
the loan is paid in full, the money becomes 

available in your account. Your payment 
activity is reported to the three major credit 
bureaus. By making regular payments on 
time, you potentially improve your 
credit score.

A PFCU Credit Builder Loan offers: 

• Loan amounts from $250 - $1,000
• Terms from 12 - 18 months
• Low monthly or biweekly installment 

payments
• Competitive low rates (4.00% APR*)

OUR GOAL: TO HELP YOU REACH YOURS
Let PFCU help you build a credit score that 
can help you achieve your goals. Learn more 

about a PFCU Credit Builder Loan by calling  
a Member Services Representative at 
215-934-3500 or 800-832-PFCU (outside 
the metropolitan area), visiting our website at 
pfcu.com or stopping by a branch.

 * APR = Annual Percentage Rate. For each $250 
borrowed at 4.00% APR over a term of 12 months, 
pay approximately $21.29 a month. Rate current as of 
5/12/17. This is the credit union’s best rate. The available 
rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
Offer of credit is subject to credit approval. Results not 
guaranteed. Improvement in credit score dependent 
upon your specific situation and financial behavior. 
Failure to make monthly minimum payments by the 
payment due date each month will result in negative 
reporting to your credit report, which will not improve 
your credit history. This program will not repair your 
credit, and negative credit history will not be removed 
from your credit report as a result of this program.

Don’t miss another 
payment or pay another 
late fee – use EZ Pay.
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eStatements and Electronic Bill Payer 

STILL GREAT TIME-SAVERS

A Valuable College Savings Plan

PFCU’S TUITION REWARDS PROGRAM

For several years now, electronic services have 
made a major difference in the way people manage 
their finances. Electronic banking combines convenience and security. 
Are you still receiving a paper statement in the mail? Do you still write 
checks and mail them to pay bills? Make 2019 the year to go online 
and save time!

ESTATEMENTS
eStatements can help you get financially organized and keep your 
information safe. Here’s how:

• Your eStatement history is archived securely online – no more 
searching through stacks of paper for an old statement. 

• Your account information is neatly organized and available 24/7 from 
anywhere you have access to the internet.

• eStatements are available earlier than mailed statements. You will 
receive an email when your statement is available for viewing on 
Teller Net.

• eStatements are more secure than paper statements. If paper 
statements are stolen from your mailbox, they could provide a thief 
with information they need to steal your identity.

Did you know you can earn quarterly Tuition 
Rewards on your eligible PFCU account 
balances? Tuition Rewards is a free program 
for PFCU members that provides discounts 
(scholarships) worth up to $53,000 off the “list 
price” of tuition at more than 385 participating 
private colleges and universities across the 
United States.* 

Each member enrolled in Tuition Rewards   
will receive a minimum quarterly reward of 
250 rewards points or 1.25% of end-of-
quarter qualifying assets, whichever is 
larger. The guaranteed minimum is at least 
1,000 points per year. These points can be 
transferred to one child or among several 
students. Students can receive points from 
several family members, such as parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and   
even godparents. 

As your balance at PFCU grows, so do your 
Tuition Rewards points! Earned scholarships 
can equal up to one full year’s tuition for free.*

REGISTER AND GET STARTED
Earn 500 bonus points (a $500 value) just 
for signing up your student. If you don’t 
have any eligible students at this time in your 
immediate or extended family, you can still 
register to begin accruing rewards for use in 
the future. The sooner you register, the more 
Tuition Rewards you can earn. 

Once enrolled, you can:

• Check reward balances
• Edit student information
• Transfer points to/from a student
• Submit points to member colleges and 

universities
• View a list of participating schools

ELECTRONIC BILL PAYER
With PFCU’s free Bill Payer service, you can securely pay anyone, 
anytime, anywhere you have internet access. The money is deducted 
automatically from your PFCU Checking Account. You can schedule 
your bills ahead of time so you never make a late payment again.

Use Bill Payer to pay your mortgage, auto loan, credit card, utilities or 
other bills online. There’s no need for stamps, envelopes or checks, 
and all of your billing information is organized in one place. You can 
even receive bills via email, further streamlining the bill-paying process.

SIGN UP, SAVE TIME
To enroll in eStatements, click on the “eServices” tab in Teller Net, 
our online banking system, and select “eStatements.” To sign up for 
Electronic Bill Payer, simply log on to Teller Net, our online banking 
system, then click the “Bill Payer” tab and follow the instructions to    
get started.

Learn more about our Tuition Rewards 
Program at pfcu.com or call us at             
215-934-3500 or 800-832-PFCU   
(outside the metropolitan area).

* Some schools have a limit that may be less than 25% of 
the cost of tuition. Account holders can view a complete 
list of member schools along with the maximum amount 
each school will accept from the Participating Schools 
page after logging in.
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2019 Shredding Day Schedule
For your convenience, the following Paper 
Shredding Day events are scheduled for 
the 2019 calendar year. The Operations 
Center will accommodate two trucks per 
event and drive-up service.

April 20, 2019
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Operations Center
12800 Townsend Road

April 27, 2019
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Bloomsburg Branch
1615 Columbia Boulevard 

September 14, 2019
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Operations Center
12800 Townsend Road

Holiday Hours
PFCU branches will be closed on Monday, January 14 in 
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Share Your Story: 
If you had a good experience with Philadelphia 
Federal Credit Union, we want to know about 
it. Please email us at service@pfcu.com or call 

us at 215-934-3500 or 800-832-PFCU  
(outside the metropolitan area).

FREE TAX PREPARATION

The Campaign for Working Families provides tax 
preparation services for working families, including the 
Federal Earned Income Tax Credit, a refundable credit 
for low-wage earners.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR FREE TAX PREPARATION?

• Philadelphia married families (with 3+ qualifying 
children) earning less than $54,884 per year.

• Individuals (with no qualifying children) earning less 
than $15,270 per year.

To learn more, visit cwfphilly.org or call 215-454-6483.


